process, we are pleased that we will be partnering with SAGE Publishing from January 2017 to take the journal to new heights. The publication model will change from subscription-based printed copies to open access online only. I am pleased that the APOA has undertaken to shoulder the author publication charge for the first 2 years with this new publisher.
With our new international publisher comes new opportunities. We will have access to an international online editorial and publication management system that is customised to our needs and allows easier access by authors, reviewers, and editors. We will have the advantage of a larger international team to support marketing of the journal, both at meetings and via different online resources. And most importantly, we will transform into an online model that will support the transformation of APOA from individual membership to federation membership. Based on this federation model, we already have approximately 25 000 members, and this is set to grow as more orthopaedic associations join. We are already an international journal, and it is our aim to make this a leading international journal, publishing timely content that is relevant to the Asia-Pacific community, as well as addressing global needs.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the Hong Kong Academy of Medicine Press. In particular Yvonne Kwok and Warren Chan who have worked tirelessly to help our journal develop from humble beginnings. Without their help and support, we would not be where we are today!
The future continues to be bright for our journal, the acorn is now an oak tree, our mission is to become a giant oak. With the support of you all, I am sure we can do so!
